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The Cleveland Museum of Art Wins Prestigious Media and 
Technology Award From American Association of Museums 


CLEVELAND (May 31, 2006) — The Cleveland Museum of Art (CMA) received a 2006 MUSE Award from the 
American Association of Museums (AAM) for its Online Collections (www.clevelandart.org/explore) during the 
AAM’s annual meeting April 27, in Boston. Holly Witchey, CMA’s manager of new media mitiatives, accepted 
the award which recognizes CMA’s innovation and achievement in the database or reference resource category. 

Now in its 17th year, the MUSE Awards recognize outstanding achievement in museum media. A panel of 
30 museum and media professionals from across the U.S., judged 108 competing applications in six categories 
from a wide variety of institutions in North America, Europe, Australia and Asia. 

“We are honored to receive this award,” said CMA Director Timothy Rub. “Such acknowledgement 
reaffirms our commitment to use technology to connect the public with our world-renowned permanent collection 
in exciting and meaningful ways, regardless of physical or geographic circumstances. The online collection allows 
individuals to experience the art on their own personal terms.” 

During the past five years, the CMA Online Collection has grown from a simple system indexing 
approximately 1,000 works with limited information to one with more than 40,000 images, now including a range 
of special features described by the MUSE judges as “‘compelling...from the ever-changing “Today’s Selections’ to 
advanced search and access to keywords, from personal collections visitors can ‘curate’ and share, to e-cards for 
those who just want to say hello with their favorite discovery.” 

Winning entries were expected to demonstrate outstanding achievement in nine areas including content, 
interface, design, innovation and appeal. Criteria include the quality of writing, script, narrative, editing and 
research; the quality of video and/or still image; visual appeal; the quality of the users’ experience; and the intent to 
which new directions were charted or old challenges resolved through technical innovation. A complete list of 
judging criteria and MUSE Award winners can be found on the Media and Technology website, 
www.mediaandtechnology.org. 

The judges also noted that the CMA Online Collection “needs no glitz or glitter...it is the real thing...a rich 
resource, with a clean and clear design aesthetic, which offers [visitors] endless opportunities to make CMA's 
object's their own. By presenting information about its entire collection, whether images are available or not, CMA 
demonstrates an intellectual respect for its audience. CMA Collections Online is a great museum collection 


resource today, and sets the foundation for an even greater resource in the future.” 
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This is the second major national recognition for the CMA website this year, based on its Online 
Collection. Earlier this year the National Endowment for the Humanities included the CMA website on their own 
EDSITEment website (http://www.edsitement.neh.gov/"www.edsitement.neh.gov) as “one of the best online 
resources for education in the humanities,” NEH describes EDSITEment as providing “a central resource bank for 
parents, teachers and students across the country seeking excellent content rich sites.” 

“The creation of CMA’s Online represents a great team effort,” notes Chief Information Officer, Leonard 
Steinbach. “From Holly Witchey who leads the effort with both great technical skills and art scholarship 
background and other technical staff to the curatorial and registrar staff without whom such high quality 
information about our art could would not exist, our photography department, and our long-time multtmedia 
collaborators London-based Cognitive Applications (www.cogapp.com) whose technical finesse and intellectual 
empathy has enabled many of our projects, including our ‘Exploring Picasso’s La Vie’ interactive, which garnered 
a 2002 MUSE award.” 

This year (2006) marks the centennial of the American Association of Museums and is the Year of the 
Museum. Institutions across the county are celebrating 100 years of museums in American life. The Year of the 
Museum is a celebration of the wondrous, amazing, and exciting things that museums do to enrich our lives and 
our communities. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 
collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 6,000 years. The Museum is a significant 
international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the Museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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